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MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mr. Shepard, Mrs. Ervin, Ms. Williams, Mr. May, Mr. Jordan 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Mr. Kilmartin 
ALSO ATTENDING:  Chairman McMahon, Mrs. Tassone, Ms. Cody, Dr. Chase, Mr. Burtis, Mr. Plochocki; 
also see attached list  
 
Chair Knapp called the meeting to order at 9:31 a.m. 
 
DEPARTMENT OF WATER ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, pg. 5-20: Tom Rhoads, Commissioner; 
Michael Lannon, Deputy Commissioner; Andy Ohstrom, Administrative Director; Bonnie Karasinski, 
Fiscal Officer; Nick Capozza, Sewer Maintenance & Inspection Engineer 
 
Mr. Rhoads introduced his team and presented the following: 
 

   
 

 Will briefly run through high level presentation and answer questions at the end 

 

http://www.ongov.net/
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 Underscore WEP is fundamental to our economy 

 Save the Rain prevents pollution at the source, infrastructure projects improved neighborhoods, streets, parking 
lots, libraries, schools, leads to cleaner environment and resurges private sector investment  

 

   
 

 Nationally 90% of street litter ends up in waterbodies  
 

   
 

 I&I significantly adds to treatment costs, overtime and capital projects 

 Ask for legislative support of direct engagement with community partners, critical, do not own all sewers maintained 
– capital repairs by municipalities; key message – keep I-81 stormwater out of the sanitary system  
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 Treatment plants would have virtually no constraints without I &I – extraneous flow from satellite sewers owned by 
municipalities is robing us of the capacity needed for growth  

 

 
 

 No economy without the sanitary system; sewer district service, and properly funding it, critical for every commercial 
and industrial project in the county   
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 Burning through reserves, setting ourselves up for a rate spike, increase less than $1 per month, a critical public 
service  

 

   
 

 Over 60 different job titles, many highly specific skillsets required only for sanitary sewers, training critical to service 
and safety, developing team ongoing effort 
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 Continue to improve safety record, reduces workers compensation costs; also committed to great service, many 
house calls 

 Sanitary assets well over $2 billion dollars, asset management tool used to apply scarce resources to our most 
critical assets, maintaining system now critical for next generation 

 

   
 

 Investing wisely in 40 year old treatment plants  
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 Metro highly complex project, railroad constraints immediately adjacent to plant, contaminated soils from old gas 

plant, difficult geotechnical conditions, complex process conditions to treat 0 to 120 million gallons of bypass flow 
during wet weather events; project on time and under budget  

 Flow Control hard at work on capital projects:  closing out Ley Creek Pump Station project, largest pump station in 
county system, Oneida Lake Pump Stations county owned in the Town of Cicero, Westside Pump Station serves 
parts of Camillus, Onondaga, Geddes, Van Buren and the Villages of Solvay and Camillus – all critical projects, 
rehabilitating infrastructure that is part of a vast aging system  

 

   
 

 Measure all the work, treat 55,000 gallons per minute 24/7, 365 

 Sewer maintenance distance from Syracuse to Nevada, 600 miles owned by the County, the rest is municipal 
sewers we maintain, also maintain 100 pump stations for towns, villages and city; sewer backs up into basement 
about 10 times per day, absolutely critical to have staff and equipment necessary to keep house call numbers from 
going in the wrong direction – don’t want to be putting out fires, want to be ahead of this and preventing backups, 
already short staffed, need your support to avoid erosion in service  
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 No taxes support the Sanitary District, unit charge billed to all users in the system – fee for service 
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 No small thing – budget proposed to use over $6 million dollars in fund balance; slight adjustment to the plumbing 
fees, even with proposed increase, fees will be well below comparable fees in Buffalo, Albany and Rochester  

 

 

 
 Critical slide, compare utility value each year, shows what people are paying for utilities in the Syracuse metropolitan 

area  
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 Still about $100 below the national index for other sewer utilities even with proposed increase; Oswego residents 
paying over $800 per year for sewer service  

 

 
 

 Ask for support to maintain the April 2017 resolution, slide compares some of the things going on in the City 
assessment system, only asking for fairness, since 1978 the sewer unit charge has been ¾ of a unit per apartment 

 City asked us for clarification, we simply restated that all apartments, including those in so called mixed use 
properties, should be standardized at ¾ of a unit; slide shows same area, same property owners, 3 different 
assessments 
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 Level and composed budget  
 

 
 

Mr. Ohstrom: 
 101:  increase largely a reflection of union pay rates coming into effect 2018, also funding and unfunding positions, 

great opportunity to add personnel to impact Flow Control operations, many house calls come in the evening, 2nd 
shift would be able to respond and make better use of specialized equipment, work into evening hours for annual 
maintenance, routine maintenance and house calls; additional integrated electrical (I/E) personnel to be shared to 
benefit IT and I/E, lines blurred, group would have skill sets in both  

 102:  small incremental increase, largely reflection of retirements, transition changes for personnel where additional 
coverage is needed and anticipated weather impacts that continue to increase  
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 103:  had successful opportunities as folks transition, line used to cover critical skills on a short term bases, also 

had very successful summer internship program, targeted students with technical background, able to bring several 
on as full time employees  

 

 
 

Mr. Rhoads: 
 200:  3rd year asking for Aqua Tech, necessary specialized equipment to keep sewers moving – highest priority 

vehicle, tanker trucks chassis only – needed to haul sludge to Metro and for emergency repairs 

 300:  increase less than 4/10’s of 1%; reminder handle the fleet for all county vehicles except DOT 

 408:  mandated work required by SPDES or ACJ, almost all related to the lake 
 

 
 

 410:  7% increase primarily driven by landfill fees 

 413:  3% increase driven almost exclusively by increases in electricity and natural gas – use down, rates climbing  



WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE 2018 BUDGET REVIEW OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION – SEPT.  25, 2017  12 

 
 

  
 

 Debt service up 4% - Oak Orchard, Ley Creek Pump Station and Metro 002 projects all EFC financed projects, 
financed at half  the AAA interest rate; note $25.2 million remains in debt service after the use of $1.8 million dollars 
in reserves for bonded debt 

 

 
 

 3% increase in cash capital, bonded projects down significantly from the $37.8 million requested in 2017; cash 
capital funds are used for significant replacements and repairs throughout the system, also use 960 funds to begin 
evaluations and designs for larger projects  
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 Flood Districts mitigate the impacts of flooding due to legacy poor planning and development practices in the 
Syracuse area and urban ring communities  

 
 

 
 

 No notable increase, all attributable to contractual salaries  
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 Save the Rain highly successful in the use of green and innovative practices, prevents pollution and improves our 
neighborhoods; I&I increases operating costs, all capital projects and is robbing our capacity for future growth; our 
Sanitary District is the critical foundation of our economy 

 Invest in the sanitary system and avoid the nightmare of not having capacity for economic growth 
 

Chairman McMahon: 

 Are we assuming any revenue from the April 2017 resolution in this budget? 
Mr. Rhoads: 

 Yes – identified roughly 1,600 units associated with the apartment portion and approximately 600 units 
associated with the flow portion 

 

Chairman McMahon said that the Syracuse mayor sent a love letter to many property owners saying we are 
imposing this new tax.  I understand you may be trying to be politically correct in how this all went down but I 
would appreciated it if you were not and just tell us what happened.  We passed the resolution before us, and 
were told there wouldn’t be any large spikes and that the City of Syracuse was on board.  Shortly thereafter a 
letter from the Syracuse CEO goes out indicating that they aren’t on board.  Let’s go through the process and 
exactly what happened to these three proprieties (pg. 9, slide30).  I’m not so concerned about these three 
properties, I am more concerned about some of the smaller mixed use properties that $2,000 or $3,000 dollars’ 
worth of new fees probably makes a difference to them.   
 
Mr. Rhoads responded that in October of 2016 the officials from the City of Syracuse called a meeting to discuss, 
with the County, their concerns about how the sewer unit charges were applied by their assessment bureau for 
mixed use properties.  The cities protocol for classifying these properties created an unfair situation in which 
similar types of properties, primarily mixed use, as shown on the slide, were actually charged differently.  As a 
result, in April of 2017 the County Legislature adopted a resolution with a rate schedule to clarify and standardize 
the way in which sewer charges were applied.  The change is meant to ensure that all apartment units, regardless 
of the type of property, are billed ¾ of a unit per apartment as stipulated in the legislation adopted in 1978.  
Apartment only properties were not impacted.  Only mixed and commercial residential properties may be 
effected, depending on the manner in which they were previously assessed by the local assessor.  The assessors 
were creative, as you can see, in the number of units and the way they were assessed.  The letter from the City 
was very disturbing.  They sent letters to vacant lot properties and told the owner that they had 4 units and those 
units were now going to be assessed at 3 sewer district charges.  Fundamentally a lot of properties were never 
property assessed.  That created even more turmoil as rather than answer questions about their assessment 
issues, they just reflected that this was a thing the County did.  They never bothered to check their records so 
we had property after property calling us and saying the building is now an office building with no apartments 
above, or the building is a restaurant now with only meeting and party rooms above, no apartments.  They sent 
this letter out inflaming the public and blaming it all on the County.  Then they further confused it with a change 
of the baseline for minimum use, trying to tell people that their rate was going up because they were using more.  
Frankly, it is a flat rate charge, every house and condominium pays one unit, and every apartment pays ¾ of a 
unit.  All we did was clarify exactly what we have had on the books since 1978.   
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In answer to Chairman McMahon, Mr. Rhoads reiterated the information on the slide in reference to the charges. 
 
Chairman McMahon  

 If assessment came to use in October of 2016, why wouldn’t they correct their assessment  
Mr. Rhoads: 

 They don’t let us see behind the curtain, only tell us how many units we get and don’t tell us until October 
1st; it is my information that the City installed a new assessment system, as part of that system they were 
able to start to define just how ragged their assessment records were, I would call it a “dog’s breakfast” 
from the properties that were recorded in that letter 

Chairman McMahon: 

 We are dependent on the City’s assessment records 
Mr. Rhoads: 

 Yes 
Chairman McMahon: 

 There is no equity when the City assessment records are so outdated that people are being unfairly 
charged; we are trying to set equity on the upside and here there are 3 glaring examples of inequity 

 
Chairman McMahon said, “Rate payers here aren’t paying what they should but at the same time, if the City 
doesn’t have their act together and clearly, I am going to say for the record right now, I don’t believe they do, 
then there are others who could be negatively impacted and, if we don’t have the ability to fix it ourselves, I don’t 
know how we can keep his resolution intact”.  
 
Mr. Rhoads responded that he understands the concern but there is also the fairness for all the people who are 
actually paying one unit for their house, they are actually supporting the 40 unit apartment that is only paying 
$10 per apartment instead of $311.00.  It is unfair to the people who are being properly assessed, if the City 
doesn’t go through their assessment records and actually bill people properly.  The only thing we are doing is 
giving the City a platform to do it fairly.  I hope you don’t amend the April 2017 resolution.  If you choose to, I am 
concerned that you don’t have a way to give them better clarification or improvement.  We are only trying to 
improve and make this fair because we have over 180,000 units in the system.  Frankly, those not paying their 
fair share have been getting a free ride and we can’t afford to pay for free riders.  All we are asking is that 
everyone pays their fair share.  
 
Chairman McMahon said I get it but you are trying to correct some wrongs and, at the same time, the process is 
creating additional wrongs.  If we don’t have the ability to correct those, I don’t know how we can do it; speaking 
as one legislator.  The City’s system is clearly wrong, if they don’t correct their system it is like picking winners 
and losers.  We know we are fixing some things but we also know that other properties will be negatively 
impacted.   
 
Mr. Rhoads responded that he would beg to differ that we are creating this unfairness.  The fairness is found in 
the assessment system.  Chairman McMahon said that this resolution tried to bring clarify to a process that we 
don’t control.  This resolution is premature, in my opinion, until the City says they are fixing the hiccups.  Mr. 
Rhoads responded that the City doesn’t actually has skin in the game.  They came to us asking how to make it 
fair, we gave them the same information we’ve had since 1978.  Chairman McMahon agreed, adding that they 
showed some schizophrenic behavior later on in 2017, if what you are saying is accurate and I believe it is, so 
that is the issue. 
 
Ms. Primo said the administration’s position is that the resolution from April 2017 clarifies the law set thirty years 
ago.  The County can’t arbitrarily and capriciously impose these fees.  There is a law on the books, it says every 
apartment should be paying ¾ of a unit.  It is the City who is ineffectively assessing these properties and the 
way it is going to be fixed is by people grieving their assessment and the City realizing they have to fix this.  For 
the County not to do its job because the City isn’t doing its job correctly - two wrongs don’t make a right.  
Chairman McMahon asked the administration’s plan for letting every property owner understand what has 
happened to date and their right for appeal to get a situation fixed.  Ms. Primo responded that she does not have 
a plan right now.   
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Chairman McMahon said that when we voted on this it wasn’t an issue.  Shortly after the Mayor sent out letters 
contrary to what her administration was doing with our team.  If our position is the law is the law, I get it.  That is 
a very simple position to take in these un-simple times but what is the plan.  What is the administration going to 
do?  Ms. Primo responded that obviously the number one plan is communication.  The helpful thing to all of us 
is that there will be a change in administration in January and we know that some people in City Hall, who will 
probably still be there after January 1, recognize this is a problem.  They are the people that called it to our 
attention.  Perhaps working with them and the new administration we can get the correct word out and help 
people understand that the letter they received was inaccurate.  I don’t think ignoring what the law is and hoping 
the City does the right thing, without being pushed or pressured, is ever going to work.   
 
Chairman McMahon said that this is where the administration comes in.  Ms. Primo responded saying we will 
have to do something.  Chairman McMahon said that it the administration needs a more proactive approach if 
they want to stay the course on this.  Ms. Primo responded, which would be status quo prior to April.  Chairman 
McMahon said no.  If you want us to stay the course you should be reaching out to property owners and saying 
there may be a discrepancy, call assessment and tell them there are no apartments in your building, if there are 
no apartments.  Ms. Primo responded that we can do that, but it is difficult for us to do a good job when the City 
isn’t giving us the information we need.  As Mr. Rhoads said, they do everything behind a curtain.   
 
Chairman McMahon asked if we could foil the information.  Ms. Tarolli responded that it depends on what the 
records say.  Mr. Primo said it would be nice to work with the new administration to send a joint message that 
clarifies this whole thing.  Chairman McMahon said that would be great.  
 
Mr. Jordan said that he agrees those over assessed could grieve their assessment but the problem is that those 
under assessed aren’t going to grieve their assessments and the cost to everyone else will end up going up.  Is 
there a way the County could take over the assessment in terms of the sewer use unit charge, where WEP would 
assess instead of relying on the local city or assessor’s office?  They have no skin in the game so they will 
probably want to assess it as low as possible because it makes their town, village or the City look more attractive 
to property owners.  Mr. Rhoads responded that the County Executive is in favor of shared services, but it doesn’t 
make since for WEP just to do shared services in the City.  Other states have countywide assessment bureaus 
and I’m sure the County Executive would be comfortable moving in that direction.  As a larger issue, WEP doesn’t 
have the resources and property record tools for assessment, would have to start from scratch.   
 
Mr. Jordan said he was talking about taking over just the sewer use unit charge, which is an entirely different 
process than the property value assessment.  Mr. Rhoads responded that we don’t have the fundamental 
information.  A lot of these properties are conversions and fundamentally the City needs to do their job.  We are 
only asking for the same fairness every other place has been doing since 1978.  Chairman McMahon said that 
the problem is your asking the City to do their job and right now they are not doing it.   
 
Chairman McMahon said the Law department could determine if there is anything saying that the Sewer District 
can’t enact its own sewer unit charge based of the property.  That is essentially what we are being asked to do 
because we don’t have complete information.  I don’t know why we wouldn’t look at WEP having the ability to do 
that.  Mr. Rhoads responded that we offered to consolidate the City and the County.  Chairman McMahon said 
that we can’t control that.  We can rescind the resolution or move forward and if move forward we can try to look 
at a ways to avoid this.  The hope would be that we have a great partner going forward but that is out of our 
control.   
 
Chairman McMahon asked how many properties were impacted by the 2017 resolution.  Mr. Rhoads said 
that the city suggested they had roughly 1,800 units; will have to come back with the number of properties that 
entails.  We anticipate that not all of the 1,800 units will make it to the 2018 roll because of these assessment 
changes, i.e. vacant lot is not going to pay for 4 apartments.   
 
Chairman McMahon questioned why we wouldn’t internally try to figure out an equitable solution; maybe it’s not 
your department.  It is troublesome to know that people are going to be hurt.   Mr. Rhoads said that he doesn’t 
disagree that this is troublesome.  Reflect on the fact that we as a county continue to support this fairness and if 
we rescind that resolution would that create more opportunity for inequity and unfairness.  Chairman McMahon 
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said it would create status quo.  Mr. Rhoads responded, which is unfair.  Chairman McMahon said the proposal 
is also unfair, we need something better. 
 
Ms. Primo said that she agrees with Mr. Rhoads, if we don’t do anything it will perpetuate this, i.e. heard from 
developer, if they convert a building into apartments and add one small room with vending machines it gets them 
assessed as a commercial entity, not a building with apartments.  Developers understand this so this is a real 
problem that is going to grow.  Chairman McMahon said that one way around that is for WEP or the County to 
identify the properties.  They got the information on the slide from somewhere, they know there are 52 apartments 
at 101 Solar Street, go and enact the sewer use charge of ¾ unit for 52 properties, but for the restaurant on 
North Salina Street, where the City of Syracuse is telling these people they are going to have 4 new sewer unit 
charges because of what might have been in 1960, figure out the same thing.   
 
Mr. Rhoads questioned how we would know that the apartments did not exists when the City says the restaurant 
has 4 apartments.  Chairman McMahon said that is why we should probably put a foil in for the properties 
impacted.  It is a nice project for an admin intern and we have a bunch of them in the budget, why don’t you get 
it done.  You are asking us to stick to a very difficult resolution in which we did not have all the facts.  I understand 
it wasn’t on you but if we knew the Mayor of the City of Syracuse was going to send out a nasty letter saying she 
wanted nothing to do with this, I bet you would not have found nine votes and would probably have wanted more 
conversations.  We need a better plan.  
 
Mr. May: 

 Talked about inequities, completely unfair, situation has existed for a long time; at this point does anyone 
have a sense for the financial impact, is there an instinct that we don’t need a $10 rate increase because 
there are dollars out there 

Mr. Rhoads: 

 Roughly 1,600 units in the proposed budget relate to these “additional units” x $428 is the revenue impact  
Chairman McMahon: 

 That is already baked into the budget 
Mr. May: 

 Some are increments, already being paid on at some level 
Mr. Rhoads: 

 Yes 
Mr. May: 

 There is only upside if this were fixed 
Mr. Rhoads: 

 Yes, from a revenue and fairness statement 
Mr. May: 

 Forgone conclusion this is unfair, every aspect of it  
Mr. Rhoads: 

 Not proposed as a way to….  
Mr. May: 

 Interjected – not saying that, understand what you are saying completely; there is clearly incremental 
revenue that is not being realized from a pure operational standpoint 

Mr. Rhoads: 

 We are paying for those free riders 
 
Chairman McMahon: 

 How many total units in the system 
Mr. Rhoads: 

 This budget forecast 186,511, will get the information October 1st from the towns, villages, city and also 
based upon industry flows 

Chairman McMahon: 

 Roughly looking for $1.86 million dollars in new revenue 
Mr. Rhoads: 

 Additional $10 on the total unit charge, yes  
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Chairman McMahon: 

 Talk about the industrial flow increases 
Mr. Rhoads: 

 Charge a plumbing fee for inspection services, based on commercial or institutional, the number of 
fixtures is the fee, changes are nominal, i.e. 20 fixture dwelling goes from $175 dollar permit fee to $225, 
more than 20 fixtures goes from $200 to $225, more than 100 commercial goes from $800 to $1,000 

 Current permit structure for 20,000 square foot commercial with 20 plumbing fixtures and approximately 
$20,000 in plumbing value would be $230, proposed fee $280, would cost $625 in Buffalo, $420 in 
Albany, $282 in Utica and $665 in Rochester; do plumbing wall to wall, have to get our fees covered  

Chairman McMahon: 

 Home owner doing repairs, needs a permit, what happens in that scenario 
Mr. Rhoads: 

 Depends on the nature of your remodel, remodeling 1-20 fixtures would be $150 for the permit inspection; 
inspections performed as plumbing may not be connected correctly, found high-end properties where 
drain water has been allowed to go back into portable systems in households, makes sure plumbing is 
safe  

Chairman McMahon: 

 What’s going on with industrial, certain revenue is going up 
Mr. Rhoads: 

 Up size in revenue related to high-strength industrial businesses doing well; not proposing any fee 
change, volume continues to grow, 55 industries with permits in the Sanitary District 

Chairman McMahon: 

 Great, thank you 
 
Mr. Jordan: 

 How did we arrive upon ¾ of a unit for apartments 
Mr. Rhoads: 

 Believe the thought in 1978 was that apartments would use slightly less than a home 
Mr. Jordan: 

 An apartment with10 people pays ¾ of a unit and a house with 3 people would pay a full unit  
Mr. Rhoads: 

 Flat rate system, water use continues to decrease, per OCWA the amount used per average household 
now below 80,000, our unit is based upon 137,000 gallons, the rate structure was designed to be industry 
friendly, some mixed use properties are taking advantage of what is supposed to be an institutional and 
industrial rate structure  

Mr. Jordan: 

 Picked this number out of the air, no factual basis  
Mr. Rhoads: 

 Not inappropriate to suggest most single family homes are larger and have more fixtures than an 
apartment 

Mr. Jordan: 

 Sewer use is not a function of the number of fixtures, it is how many times the toilet is used  
Mr. Rhoads: 

 Correct, don’t’ have a system that allows for water billing to be our basis for every structure – don’t have 
individual water bills for apartments or people on wells; flat rate structure designed for fairness throughout 
the entire district, metered for commercial and industrial; not unusual for districts that cover urban, 
suburban and rural areas, sewer metering incredibly expensive and prone to fail, need much 
maintenance – no real way to measure individual household sewer use in any true equitable fashion; 
doing a good job of fairness by defining the rate 

 
Mr. Jordan: 

 Want new positions to create a 2nd shift, already done last year   
Mr. Ohstrom: 

 One only position was approved in last year’s budget, don’t have a 2nd shift at this point 
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Mr. Jordan: 

 All ACJ debt service on line or more to come  
Mr. Rhoads: 

 Additional debt service is coming on line, all ACJ budgets are in our quarterly reports - doing additional 
work in Harbor Brook, Clinton and Midland, working within the budgets and have done a number of grant 
projects;  budgets capped at authorized amount but will never borrow anything close to what is authorized 
because of the grants received, continue to have Save the Rain and green projects that eventually get 
into the debt service 

Mr. Jordan: 

 What is the deadline for the ACJ, end of 2018? 
Mr. Rhoads: 

 ACJ is a 2018 commitment to have 95% capture of stormwater, currently at 97%, also required to meet 
the ambient water quality standards of the state, number of water quality conditions both related to CSO 
and other contributing factors that are difficult to observe; continue to work with the state and federal 
government on the end of the ACJ, discussion already begun 

Mr. Jordan: 

 The deadline is the end of 2018 for the ACJ? 
Mr. Rhoads: 

 Required to accomplish milestones, whether or not that ends the ACJ is currently a significant negotiation 
item  

 
Mr. Jordan: 

 Presentation referenced charges for services to towns and villages – what services are those (pg. 7, 
slide 26) 

Mr. Rhoads: 

 Flow Control Division maintains over 100 town and village pump stations and about 1,500 miles of 
sewers owned by towns, villages and some work in the City – sewer cleaning, clean manholes, remove 
grease, blockages or roots in the sewer lines, respond to maintenance calls and all alarms on fee for 
service/hourly basis, bill towns and villages for truck and crew  

 

Mr. Jordan: 

 Rooster shows 45 vacant funded positions, planning to fill them all   
Mr. Ohstrom: 

 Yes, all necessary positions and in the process of being hired, have over 70 titles, vacancies usually 
occur on the higher end, i.e. early retirement, Grade 11 opens up, Grade 9 takes that position, all the 
way down to Grade 1; internal process for approvals, Civil Service process continues, recruitment and 
solution process takes time, all slotted to be filled  

 
Mr. May: 

 Thanks for everything so far, always interesting; in round numbers there is $28 million in fund balance 
and $7 million appropriated for 2017, both numbers are huge, are you going to use the $7 million this 
year, how do things look for the finish line 

Mr. Rhoads: 

 Utility costs, 101, and 300 may be slightly under, hard to use crystal ball, probably land under budget on 
2017 expenditures  

Mr. May: 

 Which ultimately impacts the fund balance 
Mr. Rhoads: 

 Goes back into fund balance  
 

Chairman Knapp: 

 Any suburban infrastructure projects as part of this budget  
Mr. Rhoads: 

 No  
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Chairman Knapp: 

 At this point, can you say what will change as far as operations, if the ACJ winds down 
Mr. Rhoads: 

 Premature at this point, no change in 2018; January 2017 started kickoff meeting with the state, EPA 
and ASLF toward the process of “post -ACJ” 

 
Chairman Knapp: 

 Rental income (pg. 5-20, Line A590051) down significantly  
Mr. Rhoads: 

 Softness due to Clinton parking lot performing slightly better than 2016 but not at the 2017 expected 
rate; 3 cell tower rentals also part of this line and performing well 

 
Chairman Knapp: 

 What price are you using for fuel? 
Ms. Venditti: 

 $2.17 used across the board 
 
Chairman Knapp: 

 Were you able to fill the training positions added earlier in the year, and if so, how is it going? 
Mr. Ohstrom: 

 Referring to mid-year changes, those positions are filled, reflect good opportunity to align people into 
more specialties as our business changes, successful thus far 

 
Chairman Knapp: 

 Regarding the Computer Repair Tech (pg. 5-24), do you work with the County IT department or have 
your own 

Mr. Ohstrom: 

 Both, have small internal IT department that services our division and does a lot of work with downtown 
in conjunction with that; service PC’s, handle all communications as far as routers and landlines, setup 
new system for cellular phones at the pump station, saved a lot of money  

 
Chairman Knapp: 

 How will WEP ensure the right infrastructure is being used with the I-81 project to fix some of these I&I 
issues 

Mr. Rhoads: 

 Mr. Capozza is responsible for the conveyance side, directly involved whenever there is a major DOT 
project that impacts our buried utilities, coordinate with the state, i.e. installed significant amount of 
underground storage as part of Teal and Beech work for I-690, 10% decrease  

 Goal is to get them to physically remove all stormwater from the I-81 project;  federally funded, 
stormwater part of every highway project, need to ensure we are all together as a team to keep that 
stormwater out of our sanitary system  

Chairman Knapp: 

 Thank you very much, appreciate your time 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:53 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

 
 
KATHERINE M. FRENCH, Deputy Clerk  
Onondaga County Legislature 
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