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WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE REVIEW OF THE 2016 TENTATIVE BUDGET 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE DEPARTMENTS - SEPTEMBER 22, 2015 
DAVID H. KNAPP, CHAIRMAN 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mr. Jordan, Mr. May, Mrs. Ervin, 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Mr. Holmquist, Mr. Kilmartin, Ms. Williams 
ALSO ATTENDING:  Mr. Ryan, 1Chairman McMahon  
 
Chair Knapp called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m. 
 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY – pg. 3-64:  William Fitzpatrick, District Attorney; Dominic Trunfio, Deputy 
District Attorney; Barry Weiss, Administrative Officer 
 
Mr. Fitzpatrick presented the following: 

     

 Divert nonviolent offenders from the criminal justice system whenever possible  

     

 Excellent record of fiscal responsibility including 2015  

 

http://www.ongov.net/
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 All cases must be addressed by a DA 
 

     
 

 SCI - document allows one to plead guilty in superior court, same effect as an indictment but forgoes the grand jury 
processes – 99.9% have agreed upon sentence for disposition; increase do to cybercrime, ability to track child 
pornography, human trafficking and white-collar crimes  
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 Proud of disposition time - saves time and tax dollars; number of lawsuits from people held at Rikers Island awaiting 
trial, on case to 3 years -  could result in millions paid out by NYC  
 

     
 
 

     
 

 Crime rates between downstate and upstate unacceptable 
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 Majority of homicides in City of Syracuse – SPD solve rate lowest in 24 year DA history  
 

     
 

 All cases prosecuted – very stringent plea-bargaining policy 

 Witness intimidation number one law enforcement problem – not asking for anything in current budget – need some 
funds for witness protection; referenced 2014 Resto case – witnesses killed in Puerto Rico and NYC  
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 Drug abuse is a national disgrace – need assistance of state and federal governments, need doctors to stop 
prescribing large number of oxycodone when other medications could easily treat the problem; crystal meth disturbing 
trend - crime increases geometrically once meth operators make a foothold in a community  

 

     
 
 

     
 

 SPD and DA office’s recently collaborating – agreed to charge sellers with reckless endangerment, a misdemeanor 
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 Need federal government’s assistance - major smartphone companies allowed to manufacture and sell encrypted 
phones, law enforcement unable to listen 

 Unacceptable and astonishing government lapse – will be addressing both as a member of the NYS DA’s Association 
and as president of the National DA’s Association  

 Retrying conviction from 22 years ago, 3 time indicted forensic pathologist opined time of death may have been off by 
10-12 hours  

 

     
 
 

     
 

 Sex crime highest recidivism; advocacy center model for NYS 
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 Task force present at NYS Fair had concern for human trafficking - 30 cases range from prostitution, promoting 
prostitution, enticement and traveling; would have had many more but shut down early due to issues with officers 
safety 

 No additional funds for RISK program – volunteer time; legislators can reach out to DA’s office if they would like the 
program presented to a middle or high school in their district  

 

     
 

 Diversion program successful – many teen don’t realize they are committing a crime; program started 4 years ago 
 

     
 

 One of the last cases worked as Assistant DA – Colleen Meadow was hogtied and left to die in her own apartment  
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 Estranged husband prime suspect; began intensive reexamination of case along with SPD Derek McGork several 
years ago 

 Onondaga County crime lab best in the state - identified Ron Meadow’s fingerprints on box under deceased feet  
 

 
 

 Nails bent backwards key evidence, likely scraped DNA from attacker while resisting – crime lab ran Y-STR analysis 
of DNA under fingernails, able to distinguish male DNA via new technology 

 
 4,000 to 1 likelyhood Ron Meadow attacked and strangled Colleen Meadow - now in state prision  
 



WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE 2016 BUDGET REVIEW OF PUBLIC SAFETY DEPTS. – SEPTEMBER 22, 2015  9 
 

     
 

 Pioneer of DNA use – advocates for and thinks DNA will eventually be taken at arrest 
 

     
 

 City of Syracuse considering elimination of SRO’s – backward thinking, SRO’s provide calming influence and 
intelligance 

 Continually updated and trained on PCMS 
 

     
 

 Over 1 year ago explained case would be difficult to try – facing defendant with unlimited budget, came into court with 
expert witnesses and animations  

 One example of counterevidence - 3d animation of victim’s nightstand, shows blood splatter landing on 2 water bottles  
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 Defense provided animation of how Mrs. Neulander fell in the shower, countered with demonstration showing defense 
theory was impossible  

 

     
 

 CORE list – repeat offenders prosecuted with full resources of the office  

 Hundreds of parolee’s return to CNY each month, until recently there was no coordinated effort for re-entry – 
determines problem, e.g., job training, substance abuse, mental disease   

 

     
 

 NY Times erroneous story suggested returning veterans more likely to be involved in crimes of domestic violence and 
homicide – prosecutors put stats side by side to general population comparable and the veterans were less likely to 
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offend; some problems are unique to veteran’s, program allows respect for service given and avoids criminal 
conviction  

 Continually reminds people DA’s office has a police department, a group of dedicated police officers with over 350 
years of felony investigation experience - serve subpoenas, do investigations and initiate own cases at times 

 

     

 Continually work with state and federal government partners to increase ability to identify and convict major drug 
traffickers  

 Program pays for itself - receive state grant  
 

     
 

 Another program that pays for itself 
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 GIVE program coordinated by DA’s office – Rick Trunfio leads the meetings 
 

     
 

 Many unfunded mandates; need for specialized forensics testing lessoned, required to provide multiple copies of 
police records to defense 

 
1Chairman McMahon arrived at the meeting. 
 

 All of these things are required and come without funds for an additional ADA  
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 Bogus lawsuit - ultimate objective was to create a statewide public assistance program in NYS, designed to correct a 
nonexistent problem; no state funding for ADA mandated presence 

 Multiple ADA’s on call, respond to every felony scene  
 

     
 

 Justice Courts are revenue producers – staffed by ADA’s 
 

     

 Cherish relationship – more than an equal branch of government, very responsive to his needs; goals are the same – 
make Onondaga County one of the safest counties in the nation 

 

Chairman McMahon: 

 Apologized for being late 

 Thanked DA for the job done, fiscal management, and leadership with NDAA 

 Great partnership past 24 months dealing with budgetary items - looks forward to continuing 
 
Mr. Fitzpatrick: 

 Appreciates the comments 

 Thanked Mr. Morgan – great partner in this 
 
Mr. May: 

 Questioned where GIVE revenue was located 
Mr. Trunfio: 

 In salaries - 3 ADA’s assigned for gun cases  
Mr. May: 

 Questioned if the funds were under the grant side 
Mr. Trunfio: 

 Yes 
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Mr. May: 

 Question how GIVE program was going – any comments appreciated 
Mr. Trunfio: 

 Going well in terms of coordination - amazing to see federal, state and local level executives at the 
same table reviewing empirical data; focus efforts on troublesome problems, neighborhoods and mostly 
gangs 

 From Give came TRUCE – focused deterrents for gangs 

 2-year assessment completed - law enforcement profession tends to self-criticize, questioned if they 
could do better 

 Problem multifaceted, put gang members in prison, then have even more restless 15/16 year-old 
wannabes - it is a struggle  

 Poverty and lack of education driving force 
Mr. Fitzpatrick: 

 Often hears cliché war on drugs is a failure – does not agree and doesn’t use the expression 

 Never waged war on drug addicts – 2nd county in NYS to have treatment program  

 Need to question war on poverty – money spent on one verses the other is 100 to 1; resultant failures 
end up in criminal justice system 

 Need programs now for next generation – LEAD program will have direct impact on the problem; will be 
back to discuss further, won’t ask for more money, will be asking large donors to contribute  

 
Mr. May: 

 Referenced synthetic drug problem - questioned if the legislature was doing the right things to help 
attack the problem  

Mr. Fitzpatrick: 

 Yes – Mr. Weiss chairs prescription drug taskforce, doesn’t involve synthetic marijuana but the issue 
are related 

 Substance made illegal, China then tweaks chemical formula, need someone in Albany to say this is 
illegal covering a full range of stuff  

 In May, Chief Fowler and DA Fitzpatrick sent a letter to every store owner in Syracuse advising them 
that sales of the product was the same as selling poison – currently have one prosecution; continually 
sending letters on regular basis  

 Decrease in poison control calls for overdoses on synthetic marijuana from May to present – still out of 
control  

Chair Knapp: 

 Legislature passed local law regarding bath salts and synthetic marijuana - now up to the state 
Mr. Fitzpatrick: 

 Agreed – now up to state and federal  

 Department of Justice very cooperative 

 Criticized US Congress for China’s favored nation status – the country exports poison and US does 
nothing about it; President of China visiting – doubts this will be on the agenda, would be on his 
agenda; if US was sending to China, first person caught would be beheaded – should modify trade 
status  

 
Mr. May: 

 Reinstituted funding for CNY police chiefs last year 

 Funds parked in DA budget - don’t see them for 2016  
Mr. Weiss: 

 Was in Stop DWI budget  
Mr. May: 

 Likely find a way to work funds back in – good program that went by the wayside, providing cooperative 
purchasing and training  

 Legislature previously provided scalable amount – last year requested $10,000 per year  

 Predictability is a good thing 
Mr. Weiss: 

 Not currently in the budget 
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Mr. Ryan: 

 Asked for elaboration on problem oriented policing (POP) 
Mr. Fitzpatrick: 

 Relationship with chief of police not good, hadn’t effected public safety over past 5 years, now starting 
to 

 Over 1 year ago, suggested sitting down with SPD’s best detectives and 3 GIVE ADA’s to highlight 
problem areas of the city on a map – idea rejected in writing 

 After pressure, recognizes it as a proper way to attack criminal and gang activity – trying to identify 
hotspots, saturate area with police and use legal law enforcement methods to make best case  

 Heartbreaking to see neighborhoods taken away; Iris Resto took away huge hunk of Northside, put her 
away through combined efforts of law enforcement and the DA office – what POP is designed for 

Mr. Ryan: 

 Glad to hear there is collaboration  

 Some neighborhoods in his district only want to talk about drug issues at neighborhood meetings – call 
him at home to say they are watching people shoot heroin 
 

Mr. Fitzpatrick responded to Mr. Ryan off the record. 
 
Mr. Ryan: 

 Innovation and willingness to partner is great 

 Many complaints from “Skunk City”, area behind Sacred Heart Church terrible – near Westside also 

 Dealers back on the streets the day after arrest – understands this is the judicial branch 
Mr. Fitzpatrick: 

 Sometimes minor offense, under law judges have no choice 

 Wishes the Chief would listen to him, talked to him about deployment, quality of life crimes and what 
they mean - people are making 8 hours overtime for 15 minutes work, questions if this is proper 
deployment of resources  

 All ears for any legislator with a pipeline to city hall – will sit down and discuss making community safer 
with anyone; can’t deploy officers for him how to build cases - solve rate less than 40% disgraceful 

 ADA’s used to be embedded in cases – now lucky to get a phone call; Chief would have a different 
prospective 

 Do what they can - POP primarily designed to work with organized crime 
 
Mrs. Ervin: 

 Commended DA on his record 

 Questioned duties of the legal research coordinator position being created 
Mr. Fitzpatrick: 

 Person already on staff - works with him in real-time  

 Worked on Neulander trial - new issue daily, also Ron Meadow trial, currently working on another 
murder trial being put together 

 Provided legal resource needed ASAP 
Mrs. Ervin: 

 Thanked DA for work being done  
 
Off the record discussion continued in answer to Mr. Jordan.  
 
Mr. Jordan: 

 Questioned $12,000 increase in travel and training 
Mr. Weiss: 

 Normal expenses - prices increased, bringing in more professional witnesses from across the country 
 
Mr. Jordan: 

 Questioned $69,000 increase in professional services to grants budget 
Mr. Weiss: 
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 Through GIVE program  
Chair Knapp: 

 Questioned $25,000 increase to supplies for preventive maintenance 
Mr. Weiss: 

 General – new copiers, dealing with cellphones and new technology 
 
Chair Knapp: 

 Questioned how they looked for rest of 2015 
Mr. Weiss: 

 Pretty good 
 
Chair Knapp: 

 Professional services and all other expense lines significantly decreased - questioned comfortable 
sustaining decrease 

Mr. Weiss: 

 Yes – much was due to increases in their budget for 2 trials 
 
Chair Knapp: 

 Questioned how they handled the influx of refugees and if there was enough for all the different 
languages  

Mr. Trunfio: 

 Huge problem – must communicate with witness to get their story, use court certified interpreter for 
grand jury, at trial defense lawyer wants their own interpreter 

 Problematic when listening to wiretap recordings – must be interpreted by certified person  

 Issue not going away 
Chair Knapp: 

 Agreed - going to become more complex  
 
Chair Knapp: 

 Questioned type of penetration provided to schools regarding RISK and Cyber Justice Diversion 
program – were schools letting them in the door 

Mr. Fitzpatrick: 

 Yes – response very good  

 Can see kids deleting information – not realizing it was a felony crime 
Mr. Trunfio: 

 Hit each school district at least once 
 
Chair Knapp: 

 Congratulated DA on how the office was represented – recent opportunity for jury duty, witnessed ADA 
who was incredibly professional, totally prepared and exuded confidence 

 Congratulations on NDAA – anytime Onondaga County can be in the limelight and have national input 
was a great thing 

Mr. Fitzpatrick: 

 Appreciates that – brags about this county, do things right for the most part 

 Meeting with Attorney General Loretta Lynch in 2 weeks, will be mentioning the county and what they 
do here  

 
The meeting adjourned at 4:05 p.m.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
KATHERINE M. FRENCH, Deputy Clerk 
Onondaga County Legislature 


